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FOR RELEASE June 24, 2011
 TΔSK® Continues Environmental Commitment with the Launch of

Solvent Free Sanding Sponges & Sustainable Packaging
Delta, BC, June 24, 2011 – TΔSK TOOLS® announces the launch of its innovative and environmentally friendly line of solvent free sanding sponges and adds environmentally sustainable packaging to the TΔSK® power tool accessories and abrasives product lines.  “We feel strongly about environmental stewardship and are proving that we can make better products that don’t have a negative impact on our environment”, says TΔSK® President and C.E.O., Craig Caplan.
Solvent Free Sanding Sponges

TΔSK®’s new and unique solvent free sanding sponges are manufactured without the use of chemical solvents in the abrasive coating process. This new process results in superior performance, greater durability and is much better for the environment.  Solvent free sponges outperform solvent-based sponges because they are more flexible, more resistant to grit loss and resist clogging better. Shelf life is also increased because chemical solvents used in competing products dry out the foam in the sponge over time, causing brittleness and grit loss.

The new solvent free sanding sponge line includes six different firm sanding blocks and eleven flexible sanding pads. All can be used wet or dry on a wide variety of surfaces.
Sustainable Packaging

TΔSK® environmentally sustainable packaging maximizes materials, minimizes waste and is re-usable and/or re-sealable whenever possible.  These four key improvements help to conserve natural resources and reduce negative impacts on the environment:

· All paperboard used in the new power tool accessories and abrasives packaging contains up to 30% post-consumer waste
· All printing on the new packaging uses 100% vegetable-based inks, which release up to 36% less VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds) into the atmosphere than traditional petroleum-based inks.
· All TΔSK®’s power tool accessory sandwich blister packaging utilizes 100% RPET (recycled polyethylene terephthalate) blisters, which are easily recycled and do not leach toxins.
· All new abrasives sleeves use paperboard that is SFI® (Sustainable Forestry Initiative) and/or FSC® (Forest Stewardship council) certified to come from sustainably managed forests.
“Our new power tool accessory packaging takes less energy to assemble than skin-pack or clamshell and is also tear-resistant, which protects the product from damage and provides enhanced security on the retail shelf”, said Chris Waldner, TΔSK®’s Senior Product Manager.  “This demonstrates that with a bit of innovation, products that are better for the environment can also be better for business.”

About TΔSK TOOLS®
Founded in 1968, TΔSK TOOLS® is a family owned and operated business that provides quality products, exceptional customer service, innovative merchandising solutions, and the industry’s best warranty support to hardware and building supply retailers across North America.  The company has two brands, TΔSK® and Tuf-E-Nuf®, which sell in four comprehensive product categories - power tool accessories, hand tools, abrasives, and worksite accessories. For more information go to www.task-tools.com.
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